
 

 

St Helens Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 9th March 2015 at St Helens Sports Pavilion. 

In attendance: 

Chair:  Carole Parker 

Councillors: Mr Bacon (late), Mr Campbell, Mr Robertson, Miss Ryan, Mr Thomson. 

Clerk: Lisa Dyer 

4 members of the public. 

 

26/2015 Apologies for absence. 

Apologies received from Councillor Earnshaw (unwell) and Cllr Bacon (late arrival). 

27/2015 Update from IWALC Chair Gill Kennett. 

Mrs Parker welcomed Gill Kennett the Chair of IWALC who gave a short update on the work of 

IWALC and urged the parish council to appoint a representative to attend meetings. 

28/2015 To receive proposals for an anti-dog fouling campaign. 

Mrs Parker welcomed Jillie Wheeler who has developed an anti- dog fouling poster campaign. 
Ms Wheeler explained that she had designed area specific anti-dog fouling campaign posters which 
told readers where the nearest bin was and reminding them to pick up after their dogs.  She 
reported that the amount of dog amount of dog fouling on St Helens Duver was appalling and 
something needed to be done to encourage people to clean up after their dogs.  
 
The posters made from hard wearing PVC weatherboard and cost £10 each. 
The Clerk said she would put on the next agenda for discussion. 
 
29/2015 Declaration of Interests. 

None received. 

30/2015 Public Forum 

Mr Wade expressed concern that the parish council were considering paying to cut the grass on the 

Village Green. He reported that nobody cut the grass on the Greens in the 50’s and the grass didn’t 

turn into hay. He didn’t believe the parish council should be taking over the maintenance of the 

greens as with taking over the public toilets he believes the tax payers are already paying for these 

services through council tax. 

Mr Dyer expressed concern that the public get little information from the parish council and that if 

the parish council had advertised more widely than the village would have rallied to help with the 

Greens. 

The Clerk replied that she cannot take it upon herself to advertise regarding a decision that hasn’t 

even been discussed yet by the parish council, let alone decided upon. 



 

 

Mr Williams expressed concern that if the grass on the green was allowed to grow there may be risk 

of ignition of the grass by catalytic convertors. 

Mr Wade and Mr Dyer offered to paint some of the benches on the Green. 

 

31/2015 Co-option. 

I. To co-opt a new member to the council. 

Mr Campbell proposed that Mr Joe Robertson be co-opted to the parish council. 

2nd Miss Ryan 

RESOLVED – To co-opt Mr Joe Robertson to the parish council.  

II. To receive signed declaration of office. 

Signed declaration received and witnessed by the Clerk. 

III. To review membership of the Co-option working party. 

Mr Thomson proposed that Miss Ryan be added to the co-option working party. 

2nd Mr Campbell 

RESOLVED – Miss Ryan to join Co-option working party. 

 

32/2015 To approve the minutes of the meetings on 9th February 2015. 

I. Planning committee 

Mr Campbell proposed that the minutes of the planning committee meeting be approved as true 

and correct. 

2nd Miss Ryan 

RESOLVED – Minutes signed as true and correct. 

II. Full Council 

Miss Ryan proposed that the minutes be approved as true and correct. 

2nd Mr Thomson 

RESOLVED – Minutes signed as true and correct. 

33/2015 To review, discuss and adopt amendments to Standing Orders. 

The Clerk explained that she had drafted a set of updated standing orders that were more in line 

with the NALC standard.  The significant changes were to the financial regulations where the limits 

for quotations and tendering had been updated as they had not been reviewed for some time. 

Mrs Parker proposed that the updated Standing Orders be adopted by the parish council. 

2nd Miss Ryan   RESOLVED. 



 

 

34/2015 To discuss granting permission for a vow renewal on Old Church Green. 

Mrs Parker and Miss Ryan had received a request to hold a vow renewal on the Old Church Green on 

the 2nd May 2015. They wish to erect a marquee for the celebration. 

The Clerk reported that the parish council had permitted a similar event last year and that the parish 

council insisted they had their own pubic liability insurance, warned them of the risk of water logged 

ground and informed them that they could not have exclusive use of the Old Church Green.  She 

advised that the same be done for this application. 

Mrs Parker proposed that permission for the vow renewal on the Old Church Green be approved in 

accordance with booking conditions. 

2nd Miss Ryan 

RESOLVED. 

 

35/2015 To receive updates and discuss the grass cutting service on St Helens Green.   

I. To obtain update regarding existing IW Council contract. 

The Clerk reported that they had been unable to arrange a meeting with Alex Minns, the officer 

in charge of the Greens at the IW Council,  in advance of the parish council meeting and would 

encourage Councillors to delay any decision until after the meeting with Alex Minns  had taken 

place.  However, she could confirm that although the contract with the Council’s landscaping 

contract expires in January but the reduced service would commence from 1st April 2015. 

II. To receive quotes for grounds maintenance. 

The Clerk reported that she had asked for 4 companies for quotes for grass cutting. She had 

asked for prices for 10,15 and 20 cuts.  The Green has 20 cuts per annum plus extra cuts to the 

cricket outfield.  The quotes submitted had been less expensive than feared. However, it would 

be difficult to assess whether they are good value for money until after the aforementioned 

meeting with Alex Minns takes place.  The Clerk promised to organise an extra-ordinary meeting 

to discuss the Greens after the meeting with Alex Minns at County Hall.  

III. To receive quotes for lawn mowers. 

The Clerk reported that she had been advised by the landscapers and the Clerk at Bembridge to 

get quotes on a gang-mower rather than a ride on mower as suggested.  With such a large area 

to cover it was estimated that to cut all the grass on the Greens would take most of a working 

day with a ride-on which, was a lot to ask of volunteers. 

She also reported that she had reservations about buying a mower or gang mower due to: 

• Lack of storage space 

• The risk of relying on volunteers to undertake such a large scale project 

• Volunteer resignation 

Prices for mowers had ranged from around £1800 to £15000 and the Clerk would need to know 

exactly what sort of mower was required to research this any further. 



 

 

Mr Thomson said he felt that the Clerk should spend no more time researching this option as it was 

not viable. The other Councillors agreed. 

 

IV. To discuss any alternative proposals. 

Mr Campbell reported that he felt the Sports Association may be reluctant to contribute towards the 

cost of grass cutting as they already pay to hire the Greens for the car boot sale and the grass cutting 

should be covered by that fee. 

Mr Campbell also expressed concern that the village green was the focal point of the village and 

should be maintained as it is. 

Mr Thomson said that he thought that the parish council should cease maintenance to the Old 

Church Green and hand it back to the IW Council for them to maintain or ask Nodes Point holiday 

camp to contribute to maintenance as it is an asset to their holiday park and used by their visitors.  

The Clerk mentioned that the parish council have a contract with the landscaper until October 2015.   

Miss Ryan thought that 3 cuts to the Green per annum was insufficient and felt the parish council 

should act. 

Mr Thomson proposed that a working party be formed to look into grass cutting and what 

specification was required for the Greens and to advise on contracts. 

Mr Bacon, Mr Campbell, Mrs Parker, Mr Robertson, Miss Ryan and Mr Thomson all offered their 
services to the working party. 
2nd Miss Ryan 
Clerk to organise an extra-ordinary meeting after the meeting with Alex Minns to discuss the way 

forward.  

RESOLVED- working party formed to look into grass cutting options and contracts and organise an 

extra-ordinary meeting to discuss further. 

36/2015 To receive an update on the village of angels. 

To be deferred to a future agenda. 

37/2015 Bench painting – to discuss repainting the benches in the village. 

Mr Campbell said that the cricket club would undertake the maintenance of the benches on the 

cricket Green. 

Mr Thomson said he would like to have colourful benches such as one recently repainted in 

Bembridge. He promised to undertake a survey of the village’s benches and report back to council 

next month. 

38/2015 Clerk’s report 

The Clerk reported that she had received complaints regarding a large BT box being installed on the 

village green. She had contacted the council and had been assured that the box was temporary and 

would be removed shortly. 

 

 



 

 

39/2015 Finance report – To receive report and approve any payments due. 

Finance report 

The Clerk reported that the bank account with Lloyds has now been closed and balance transferred 

to Unity Trust Bank. 

The balance stands, as of 27/02/2015, at £22107.04 

With £100 on a prepaid charge card. 

Final statement from Lloyds not yet received. 

Invoices due for payment – March 2015 

Chq 003  £230.72 IWALC   Annual subscription 

Chq 004  £59.07  Lisa Dyer  Refund for stationary 

Chq 005  £45  Lisa Dyer  Office use/phone/ broadband 

Chq 006  £25  Leigh Jackman  Village of Angels Contribution 

Standing Order  £606.67 EasyCleaners  Toilet cleaning 

Mrs Parker proposed all invoices are approved for payment. 
2nd Miss Ryan 
RESOLVED- All invoices approved for payment. 

 

40/2015 Councillor’s reports. 

Mr Thomson reported the rubbish behind the beach huts still hadn’t been moved. It was on land 

where the IW Council issued parking permits so he believed it was their responsibility to move it. 

He also enquired about the posts outside the pavilion as the Council had promised Mr Williams that 

they would be moved. 

Miss Ryan asked about car parking as there were issues in Broomlands Close.  The Clerk promised to 

look at the Highways plan part of the village plan and ask about whether anything can be done by 

means of a traffic order. 

Miss Ryan also asked that she would like the provision of public toilet facilities back on the agenda to 

review whether the parish council should fund keeping them both open all year round. Clerk 

promised to put on a future agenda. 

She also asked whether Island Roads undertake hedge surveys? 

Mr Bacon replied that he did not believe they did. 

Mr Bacon asked Councillors and members of the public whether they knew who the registered 

owner of the road between the bottom of Duver Hill and the National Trust car park? Nobody knew. 

Mr Campbell asked whether the toilets on the Duver by the Baywatch café would be open to the 

public this summer. The Clerk said she believed they would be and hadn’t been informed otherwise. 

Meeting closed at 21.01pm  


