
 

 

St Helens Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the planning committee meeting held on the 14th April 2014 at 6.45PM at  
St Helens Sports Pavilion. 
 
40/2014 TCP/31810, P/00057/14. Land adjacent to 9 and rear of 10 to 14 Stonewood Gate, 

St Helens, Isle of Wight PO331FY. 
Outline for 9 dwellings with vehicular access and parking. 
 
Councillors expressed concerns over many aspects of the proposal. 
The concerns included: 
 

• Proposal is outside the permitted development area. 

• The current site has been left a mess, with rubbish dumped behind the existing new 
development. 

• Access is not suitable - large vehicles have difficulty getting round. 

• Insufficient parking on existing site, no more has been provided in the new proposal. 

• Housing needs data used is out of date. 

• Drainage insufficient. 
 
The committee voted unanimously to object to the proposals on the grounds listed above. 
 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council held on the 14th April 2014 at 7PM at St Helens Sports Pavilion. 
In attendance: 
Chair: Mrs Carole Parker. 
Councillors: Cllr Bacon, Mr Campbell, Mr Cleaver, Mr Earnshaw and Mr Thomson. 
Clerk: Lisa Dyer 
14 members of the public. 
 
41/2014 Apologies for absence. 
Apologies received from Mrs Russell and Mrs Shaw. 
 
42/2014 Declarations of interest. 
None received. 
 
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2014.  
Mr Campbell proposed that the minutes be approved as true and correct. 
2nd Mr Cleaver. 
RESOLVED. 
 
43/2014 Public Forum. 
Mr Cope from the Carnival committee spoke about the Carnival Trail that the St Helens Carnival 
Committee were taking part in. 
To celebrate the walking festival there will be a walking carnival trail through the Village on the 3rd May.  
The committee would like as many local people, Councillors and visitors to join the walk.  If successful 
this will be an annual event. The carnival committee have received full funding for this and they believe 
it is a good way to promote the village and hope that as many people as possible will join in. 
 



 

 

Mr Dyer asked when the Dogs Order will come into effect on St Helens beach? 
The Clerk reported that the 6 week consultation period starts on the 18th April and the outcome is 
dependent upon the consultation replies.  If there is little objection then they would hope to have the 
order in place by the start of the Summer Holidays. 
 
The R86 footpath is in need of repair.  Clerk will chase with the IW Council. 
 
Gaggen Edge footpath is also in need of repair. 
 
Can Island roads be asked to replace the kerbstones at the same time as they resurface Vine Road as 
they are continually coming loose? 
Clerk will speak to District Steward. 
 
44/2014 Chair’s report – Discretionary Services meeting. 
Report on the Discretionary Services meeting with IW Council 17th march 2014. 
 
Lisa and I met with Alex Minns, Lee Matthews (Parks and open spaces) and Sean Newton (Beaches) to 
discuss the Parish Council’s taking over of discretionary services from Isle of Wight Council. 
 
The IOW Council’s current contract for maintenance of the greens expires January 2016. 
 
The current contract for beach cleaning expires March 2015. 
 
The Council confirmed that they have little or no budget for continuing these services in the coming 
years. 
 
Preliminary costings for service provision at current levels are :- 
 
Greens maintenance and other areas of work (Broomlands, Station Road, Embankment Road) current 
cost – approx. £5.5k. 
 
Beach cleaning, accreditation, water sampling etc… – approx £5k per annum. 
 
Options to be considered as to how payment for these services can be managed include :- 
 
Parish council “buying in” to IW Council’s maintenance contracts – perhaps with a view to revising how 
the services are delivered in respect of regularity etc. 
 
Parish council taking over these services in their entirety under lease/contract with IOW council. 
 
 
45/2014 To discuss the Chair’s report regarding the IW Council discretionary services cuts.  
Mr Campbell reported that he would be reluctant for the Parish Council to take over any services as 
these services should be covered by the Council tax already paid. 
 
Mr Thomson felt that the Parish Council should flatly refuse. 
 
Mr Earnshaw would like a clearer break down of all the costs involved.  He felt that that the Parish 
Council should explore it further to get a true indication of cost. 
 



 

 

It was felt that the true cost would be much higher than the figures quoted as factors such as staff time, 
training, insurance hadn’t been taken into account. 
Mrs Parker was also reluctant and felt the Parish Council should ask them to reconsider. 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council should write a letter refusing to take over any services and asking 
for a more accurate idea of cost. 
 
46/2014 To discuss the Car Boot Sale. 
Mr Earnshaw outlined an idea for the Parish Council and the Sports Association to share the running of 
the Car Boot sale. 
He reported that as the parish Council were entering a period of financial constraint and the football 
club were struggling to field a team next season that the burden and income could be shared. 
Mr Thomson reported that he had spoken to representatives from the Sports Association and they were 
not keen on the proposal. 
It was agreed to put on a future agenda. 
 
47/2014 To agree on purchase of new litter bins and fixing system for Old Church Green. 
The Clerk reported that she had found 2 litters bins on special offer from Glasdon. They had a fairly 
large capacity but she was unsure of what fixing system would need to be purchased. 
Mr Thomson agreed to look into which fixing system was required. 
 
Mr Bacon proposed that a budget of £600 be set for the Clerk to purchase 2 litter bins and fixing 
systems. 
2nd 
Mr Campbell. 
RESOLVED 
 
48/2014 To receive an update regarding parking enforcement on West Green. 
The Chair granted permission for members of the public to speak during this item. 
The Clerk reported that letters had been sent out from the IW Council warning residents around the 
Green that parking enforcement would commence shortly and that their cars were at risk of being 
towed away. 
Following the letters the Clerk had received a few complaints re the lack of availability of parking and 
reported that some residents were unhappy with the threat of enforcement as they felt they had no 
option but to park on the Green as there is little parking elsewhere. 
 
Questions from the public: 
How come some people can park on the Green? 
The Clerk confirmed that nobody should be parking on the Green and that nobody was “allowed”. 
Lots of discussion followed about what areas were considered Common land/Village Green.  The Clerk 
confirmed that the Green does not have to be grass and could be any surface and that 
gravelled/wooded areas are indeed Village Green/ Common land and therefore the Byelaws regarding 
parking apply. 
 
It was agreed to ask the IW Council to display clearly in the village a copy of the Byelaws and a map 
detailing the areas were parking was forbidden. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

49/2014 Clerk’s report. 
The Clerk reported: 
She had spoken to Alex Minns at the IW Council and he had confirmed that the car boot organisers do 
not have permission to use this triangle of land at the top of St Michael's Road.  He has asked his 
colleagues to contact them and remind them that that part of the Green should not be used for either 
selling or parking. 
 
Re-Seeding – Alex Minns also reported to the Clerk that it has been too wet to do the reseeding but as 
the weather has improved they will attempt to undertake reseeding the entrance and exit points of the 
Car Boot sale car park on West Green shortly. 
 
The IW Council have now taken over summer cleaning of the toilets on the seafont. 
Sue, the cleaner, has reported that there has been some vandalism in the toilet blocks on the Green, 
eggs were thrown inside both the Ladies and Gents.  This also happened at a few toilet blocks in 
Bembridge and the police have been informed. 
 
The air ambulance and recycling bins have now been removed from the Car Park. 
 
 
50/2014 To receive update on the Parish Plan. 
The Clerk reported that she had sent out letters to local organisations inviting them to be involved in 
the development of a Parish Plan.   
She had received very few responses. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange and advertise a public meeting inviting anyone who wishes 
to be involved to come along. 
The Clerk will arrange a meeting for some time in May. 
 
51/2014 To receive update on the Youth Club. 
Cllr Bacon reported that the survey report had been received regarding the structure of Youth Club 
building which was damaged by fire several years ago. 
The report was more positive than hoped and confirmed that the building was in a suitable state for 
renovation and could be brought back into use with some remedial works required. 
The youth Club trust has around £65000 in hand to put towards the costs of the renovation but further 
funding would be required. 
 
The trustees would like to meet with local representatives to discuss the renovation and fund raising 
ideas. 
 
52/2014 Financial report - To receive report and approve any payments due. 
The Clerk reported: 
 That the balance stood at £ 15317.96 and account has been reconciled. 
 
That she had undertaken the VAT return again as the first claim had not been received by HMRC and 
had reclaimed £280.16. 
That she had claimed £225 from the Economic Improvement Grant as match funding for work done on 
the Old Church Green. 
 
Accounts payable. 
 
Lisa Dyer   £14.19   Island Roads meeting - Mileage. 
Parish Council.net  £200   Website. 



 

 

Martin Rivers   £115   Landscaping/repairs. 
Martin Rivers   £240   Grass cutting. 
Mrs S A Chester   £606.67  Toilet Cleaning. 
Reynolds and Read  £378   Boulders.  
Lisa Dyer   £48   Bulk purchase of stamps. 
Carole Parker   £40.45   Mileage. 
 
Mr Cleaver proposed that all invoices be paid as per report. 
2nd Mr Thomson. 
RESOLVED.  
 
 
53/2014 Councillor’s reports and items to be included on future agenda. 
Mr Earnshaw said that he had a received a report from a member of the public stating that there had 
been a near miss with a car almost hitting a small child pulling out of the Doctor’s surgery. The Clerk has 
contacted the Doctor’s surgery and asked for them to have the hedge cut back to aid visibility. 
 
Mr Campbell reported a fallen branch on Broomlands path and the that the ditch needs clearing.  Clerk 
to report to Island Roads. 
 
Mr Thomson suggested that the IW Council be informed of a scheme operating on the mainland to 
deter dog fouling. A private company has successfully been prosecuting and keeping the fines at a 
neutral cost to the Council.  Clerk will contact Alex Minns regarding the idea. 
 
Mr Thomson also asked why the posts outside the pavilion still hadn’t been removed. 
 
Mr Cleaver asked that the installation of a drop kerb at Downsview Road be put on the next agenda. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 
 
 


