
St Helens Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 13th July 2015 at St Helens Sports Pavilion. 

In attendance: 

Chair: Mrs Parker 
Councillors: Cllr Bacon (late), Mr Campbell, Mr Earnshaw, Mr Robertson, Miss Ryan, Mr Thomson and 
Mrs Yates. 
Clerk: Mrs Dyer  
3 members of the public. 
 
84/2015 Apologies for absence. 
Councillor Bacon sent his apologies he would either be absent or late due to family commitments. 

 

85/2015 Declarations of Interest. 

None received. 

 

86/2015 My Life a Full Life – A presentation from Paul Savill. 

Mr Savill explained the work his organisation undertakes helping co-ordinate the care for the elderly 

within the community. 

He explained that as over 25% of the Island population were now elderly and that proper support 

requires coordination between all care providers and agencies.  

He invited St Helens Parish Council to attend local area meetings and be involved in ensuring the best 

care is available in the area. 

The area meeting will be in September. 

 

87/2015 Approval of Minutes.  
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2015. 
Mr Campbell proposed the minutes be approved as rue and correct. 
2nd Cllr Bacon. 
RESOLVED -  minutes signed as true and correct. 
 

88/2015 Public Forum 
A member of the public asked whether following the public forum protocol adopted at the last meeting 
would written questions be treated as correspondence. 
The Clerk replied that each would be considered individually, but the purpose of having written 

questions is to enable relevant information to be sought beforehand so an answer can be given at the 

meeting, rather than deferring an answer to the following meeting. 

A member of the public asked why the parish council were discussing grass cutting for 2016 when there 

were elections due in 2016. 

The Chair confirmed that elections are due in 2017. 

 
 

 



89/2015 To discuss hosting a Jazz on the Green event in 2016.  

Miss Ryan stated that she had been asked by some local residents whether the Jazz on the Green event 
could be bought back.  The suggestion was that it could be on the same weekend as the Village Fayre 
and make use of the marquee. 

 

Although Councillors welcomed the idea they had concerns regarding the following: 

• The cost. 

• The size of the marquee needed. 

• The difficulty in charging. 

• Licensing. 

• Staging and PA systems 

• Would be good to include something for younger people. 

It was agreed that Miss Ryan would look into the costs further and report back to the parish council at a 
later date. 

 

90/2015 To discuss the way forward with regards to grass cutting and grounds maintenance within 
the village in 2016.  

Mr Thomson requested this item be on the agenda as he did not think the village should have to pay to 
have the grass cut.  He thought the IW Council decision to cut 3 times per annum should be challenged. 

 

Mrs Parker stated that she believed that the parish council would be wise to accept the situation as the 
IW Council are very unlikely to change their minds and that time and energy would be better spent 
ensuring the grass is cut and the Greens are well kept.  She thought that an amalgamated contract 
covering the Greens, the Old Church Green and Nelson’s Quay was the way forward. 

 

Mr Thomson asked whether the parish council could write and ask the IW Council to tidy Nelson’s Quay 
in the interim as it is untidy. 

 

Action: Clerk to develop draft specification for an amalgamated grounds keeping contract and write to 
IW Council to ask them to tend to the landscaping at Nelson’s Quay. 

 

91/2015 To discuss whether the parish council should continue with rubbish bin provision on the Old 
Church Green, Seafront and Broomlands path.  

Mr Thomson asked the Clerk to put this item on the agenda as did not see why the parish council have 
to pay for bins and bin collection in the village as he thought the IW Council should cover the cost. 

Mrs Parker clarified that the IW Council do pay for the majority of bins in the village but there are a few 
extra that the parish council resolved to install and therefore the parish council is liable for the cost of 
emptying.  

Mr Thomson stated he was not aware of this and therefore had no more to add on the matter. 

  

92/2015 To discuss the ongoing maintenance of the parish benches.  

Mr Thomson stated that there were far more benches in the village than he had first thought he was 
happy to undertake the varnishing of some and had recruited a few volunteers. 

Mr Earnshaw, Mr Robertson and Mr Campbell volunteered to help. 

Councillors agreed that the Clerk should try to locate the owners of the benches and remind them of 
their obligation to maintain them. 



Action: Clerk to try and locate owners of the benches and encourage them to undertake routine 
maintenance. 

 

93/2015 To review the public forum time limits within the Standing Orders and Public Forum 
Protocol. 

Mrs Parker proposed that that sections F and G be amended to read as follows: 

2.1 Duration. Public participation will be for a maximum period of 3 minutes. 

2.7 Duration of each question. A maximum of 3 minutes is permitted for a member of the public to ask 

a question. If members of the public wish for a more detailed dialogue than the 15 minutes allows on a 

question then they should contact the Chairman or any other councillor for an individual discussion: the 

parish council meeting is not the correct forum for conducting debates between councillors and 

members of the public. Supplementary comments or questions are solely at the discretion of the 

Chairman.  

2nd Miss Ryan 

RESOLVED – amendments adopted. 

94/2015 To approve costs for bi-annual newsletter to be delivered to all residents in the village.  

The Clerk explained that she had misunderstood the instruction regarding the publication for the bi-
annual newsletter as she thought that it would be published online and there were to be a limited 
number of copies available in the Post Office. However, the newsletter stated it was being delivered to 
every house. 

Therefore the costs she quoted were wrong and a further allowance for printing costs would need to be 
approved. 

Miss Ryan proposed that a budget of £100 be approved for printing the bi-annual report. 

2nd Mr Campbell 

RESOLVED  

 

95/2015 Clerk’s report.  

The Clerk reported that: 

• The Biffa bin is now on site, and will be collected on Wednesdays. 

• Planning services Update – From September paper copies will no longer be sent out.  

Councillors will have to view planning applications on the IW Council website before the 

meeting.  Large applications may still be sent out by County Hall but this has yet to be decided 

upon. 

• The new rubbish bin for Broomlands Path has been delivered and Mr Thomson has kindly 

agreed to install. 

• She has attempted to put the repaired info/map board up on Old Church Green but Island 

Roads had removed the hardwood posts.  She has asked Island Roads to replace. 

• A hole has appeared on Old Church Green, Martin Rivers will fill free of charge. 

 

 

 

 

 



96/2015 Finance report – to approve payments due.  

The balance of the account stands at £42624.84 

 

Payments 

due        

          

Alto payment £89.05 Southern Electric Electricity bill toilets 

Alto payment £65.20 Cartridge Discount Printer Ink 

EP £888.00 The Landscape Group Grass cutting. 

Alto payment £89.00 The Print Store Annual report printing 

SO £606.67 EasyCleaners Toilet Cleaning 

Alto payment £151.94 Glasdon UK Litter bin 

EP £240.00 Martin Rivers Landscaping 
 

Cllr Bacon proposed all payments are paid as per report. 

2nd Mr Roberston  RESOLVED –All invoices approved for payment. 

 

97/2015 Councillor’s reports.  

Cllr Bacon reported that the Youth Club committee now has a few more interested members and things 

should now start moving along. 

Mr Earnshaw reported that the hedge at the bottom of Station Rd was overgrown and needs cutting 

back  - Clerk to report to Island Roads. 

Mrs Parker reported that the Village Fayre had done very well and had raised over £1500. She thanked 

Miss Ryan and Cllr Bacon as without their help it would not have been able to go ahead. She would like 

to discuss with the parish council which local charities to donate the money raised to. 

 

Miss Ryan asked whether we could have signs on the bins that the parish council provide to state they 

are provided by the parish council – Clerk to investigate costs. 

Miss Ryan asked whether something could be done about the loose chain on Old Church Green – the 

clerk said she would move the picnic table back and secure it with the chain. 

 

Miss Ryan also asked whether a section could be included in the Winter newsletter thanking the 

volunteers for their help at the Village Fayre and appealing for volunteers for next year. She also would 

like the newsletter to include a thank you to Mrs F Wade who maintains the lovely planters by the St 

Helens sign. 

 

Mr Thomson asked whether the Island Roads sign could be removed from the Old Church Green – Clerk 

to contact and ask for removal. 

Mr Thomson thought that the caravans by the Baywatch café were looking untidy and suspected that 

they may be being used as staff accommodation rather than holiday accommodation. Clerk to check 

with the planning department to see whether there has been a breach of usage stipulations. 

 

Mrs Parker stated that she was standing down as Chair due to poor health and family commitments. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.42pm. 

 


