
St Helens Parish Council 
Minutes of the planning committee meeting held at 6.45pm on the 14th March 2016 at St Helens 

Community Centre. 

In attendance: 

Cllrs: Mr Earnshaw, Mr Campbell, Miss Ryan and Mr Thomson. 

Clerk: Mrs Dyer 

 

24/2016 Application Ref:  TCP/32555, P/00201/16  

Location:  14 Stonewood Gate, St Helens, Isle of Wight, PO33 1FY.  

Proposal:  Householder Application Demolition of shed and fence two storey side extension to 

form additional living accommodation alterations to vehicular access.  

No Comment 

Minutes of the full council meeting held at 7pm on the 14th March 2016 at 
 St Helens Community Centre. 
 

In attendance: 

Chair: Mr Earnshaw 

Cllrs: Cllr Bacon, Mr Campbell, Mrs Parker, Mr Robertson, Miss Ryan, Mr Thomson. 

Clerk: Mrs Dyer 

25/2016 Apologies for absence.  

Apologies received from Mrs Yates who was unable to attend due to ill health. 

 

26/2016 Declarations of interests.  

None received. 

 

27/2016 To approve the minutes of the meetings held on the 15th February 2016 and the Extra-
Ordinary meeting held on the 7th March 2016.  

Mr Robertson queried whether the explanatory note was necessary within the minutes of the 15th 
February. Clerk to take advice and bring them back for approval next month. 

Mr Thomson disputes the sentence “He also remarked that he believed that the closure of the 
toilets would result in a risk to public health.”  He attributed the quote to Cllr Bacon. 

Mr Thomson also disputes the sentence “Mr Thomson said there was some fly-tipping behind the 
toilet block and that it needed clearing.”  He denies using the term Fly-tipping. 

Approval deferred to April meeting. 

 

The Clerk reminded Councillors that minutes were not a verbatim account of everything said at a 
meeting but a record of decisions made which may include some additional detail to help clarify the 
decision for the reader. 



Minutes of the meeting on the 7th March 2016 

Miss Ryan proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th March 2016 be approved as 
true and correct. 

2nd Mrs Parker 

RESOLVED – Minutes approved as true and correct. 

 

 

28/2016 Public Forum. 

A member of the public remarked that he sometimes struggled to understand the minutes as they 
do not explain everything that is said at a meeting. 

The Clerk re-iterated that minutes should be a record of decisions made by the Council and not a 
blow by blow account of who said what to who. 

 

A member of the public raised that the IW Council were no longer going to pay for the bins to be 
collected on the Village Green and that they had inaccurately reported there were 8 bins on the 
Green where in fact there were only 7. He also believes that as 4 bins are attached to Bus Stops they 
should be covered by the Highway network agreement. 

 

A member of the public asked why the parish council had paid to keep the Duver toilets open all 
winter only for them to close on the 31st March before the Summer Season. She asked that the 
parish council consider keeping the toilets open for the summer. 

 

A member of the public raised that the area around Priory Woods was already used as a toilet and 
believed this would only get worse if the toilets on the Duver were to close. He believed the toilets 
on the Duver should be kept open. 

 

29/2016  To receive update on public toilets and to discuss future provision of public toilets within 
the village. Please note this item may be deferred to a future agenda if the relevant professional 
advice is not received in time.  

The Clerk explained that the advice regarding the decision made last month had not been received in 
time to permit discussion this evening. However, she had formulated a questionnaire as requested 
and asked for comments.  She said that she would get copies printed as soon as possible to ensure 
the results are available for next month’s meeting. 

Members of the public expressed the concerns that the questionnaire may be photocopied and 
duplicate copies made. 

Councillor Bacon suggested numbering the surveys to ensure they are not duplicated. 

Councillors approved the questionnaire with added numbering to ensure no duplication. 

 

 

30/2016 To discuss damage to the Village Green.  

The Clerk explained that she had received concerns from a member of the public regarding damage 
done to the Village Green by vehicles over the winter. 

She had asked Nigel Leppard (Green Manager) and Alex Minns (Parks manager) to investigate and 
remedy. 

Mr Leppard had undertaken a full investigation and reported damage to many areas of the Village 
Green. However, Mr Minns reported that the he no longer had a budget to undertake the work and 
therefore was unable to organise repairs. 



Mr Bacon asked when Lower Green Rd was due for resurfacing as reinforced kerbing may help keep 
traffic off the Green. 

It was suggested that the Clerk contact Niton and Chale parish Council’s to see how they deal with 
illegal parking on their Greens. 

 

31/2016 Parish Plan to receive updates from Councillors on Parish Plan and discuss the way 
forward.  

Cllr Bacon reported that progress had been made with the Youth Club and a new committee had 
now been formed and they were meeting Action IW in the coming weeks to develop a business plan. 

Mr Earnshaw reported that the Housing Needs Survey required delivery. 

The Clerk reported that the Emergency Plan, Highways and Footpath plans were already to go to 
committee for approval and out for public consultation. 

Mrs Parker reported that she had developed a further questionnaire to be sent out for consultation. 

It was agreed that a hall should be booked to get the parish plan committee together in the near 
future.  

 

32/2016 To discuss plans for the village to celebrate/commemorate the Queen’s 90th Birthday. 

Councillors remarked that the celebrations were the same weekend as the IOW festival and many 
Councillors were away that weekend. 

The Clerk showed Councillors commemorative coin she had been sent through the post that were 
available to buy.  

Mr Robertson suggested putting the flagpoles up for the weekend. 

Miss Ryan promised to speak to the school to see if they had any plans to commemorate the event. 

Mr Thomson and Mr Robertson liked the idea of buying coins for the school children to 
commemorate the event. Clerk to look into costs and whether the parish council has powers to 
purchase. 

 

 

33/2016 Clerk’s report.  

The Clerk reported the following: 

• Electrical report toilets.  The electrical safety report has highlighted some issues which 

require remedial action.  The Clerk is obtaining further quotes for approval at the next 
meeting. 

• The annual beach clean will take place on Sat 26th March at 10.30am. Volunteers are asked 
to meet at the old Hovertravel building. 

• Car boot.  I have asked for a meeting with the IW Council regarding a number of complaints 
received regarding the early start time of the car boot sales. They have agreed and are 
sorting a date which all parties can attend. 

•  IWALC will be holding a Face the Future workshop on Friday 18 March between 1.30 and 
4.30 p.m. at the Riverside Centre. Members are invited to attend this important session.    
We  

• The abandoned cars in the car park have been reported to Nigel Leppard at the IW Council 
the Clerk has requested that action is taken to ensure they are removed. 

• Query raised by Keith Wade regarding a county press article referring to a parcel of land 
between St Helens and Nettlestone. : Response from Nettlestone Parish Council. The piece 
of land in question is adjacent to Park Lane on Eddington Road. It is currently owned by the 
IW Council and the understanding is that they are eager to dispose of it. The Parish Council 



has been approached by Vectis Housing about affordable housing within the Parish with half 
an eye on this piece of land. Cllr Barry has long wanted to see this piece of land used for this 
purpose, it was his preferred option when Kerry Fields was built. Vectis Housing were invited 
to speak at our last Parish Council meeting during discussions over affordable housing. 
However, they will not make any moves unless they have the full support of the Parish 
Council and/or the local residents. This will be tested in the coming months as we are 
conducting a housing needs survey as part of the review of our Parish Plan. The issue about 
the traveller’s site was purely the opinion of Cllr Barry during that meeting and does not 
reflect the view of the Parish Council as the facts have yet to be determined. 

 

• Meeting of the Emergency Plan group on the 24th February – Most elements of the plan are 

in place and radio testing is due to be undertaken shortly. However, Mr Cooper highlighted 
the unsuitability of using the Brading Haven Yacht club if there was a tidal surge, power cut 
or significant flooding as their sewerage disposal system requires power which is cut in these 
situations.  It was agreed that the school building should be used if any of these occurred. 

 

• Mrs Parker is retiring as a payroll administrator and will no longer be undertaking the payroll 
for the parish council.  She and the Clerk are meeting with Action IW who offer payroll 
services to town and parish councils and voluntary organisations on the Isle of Wight.    

 

34/2016 Finance report and to approve invoices presented for payment.  

The Clerk reported that the VAT refund from 2014/15 had now been credited to the account. 

The balance stands at £27243.29 and the account had been reconciled.  

Report attached. 

Invoices due for payment. 

Island Roads                    £253.92          Bin Collection 
Electricall                         £162.00           Electrical safety inspection (toilets on Green) 
The Landscape Group     £1162.80        Improvement works Nelson’s Quay 
Biotec Ltd                         £37.44            Emergency plan supplies (Identity badges) 
IWALC Affiliation fees     £228.29           IWALC membership.   
EVAQ8.co.uk   £963.84 Emergency plan supplies 
EVAQ8.co.uk   £293.30 first aid kits Emergency plan 
WHSmith   £5.49  White board markers emergency plan 
Poundland Ryde  £10.00  Notebooks/pens Emergency plan kits 
Maplins    £14.99  Power supply for external hard drive 
PC Consultants   £27  Hard drive fault diagnostics 
Boards Direct   £199.80 White boards emergency plan 
Hursts    £4.00  Magnetic tape for notice board 
 
Mrs Parker proposed that all invoices be approved for payment. 
2nd Mr Campbell. 
RESOLVED – All invoices approved for payment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



35/2016 Councillor’s reports and items to be included on future agenda.  

Miss Ryan asked how the bench painting was going?  Mr Thomson said that work should restart 
soon when the weather improves. 

Mr Earnshaw asked to be informed as he was willing to undertake some painting. 

Mr Earnshaw reported that a car was parking on the Green on the Vine and damaging the Green. He 
asked whether a note could be put on by the council asking them to cease parking? The Clerk 
confirmed that the Parish Council has no enforcement powers with regards to parking on the Village 
Green. 

Mr Earnshaw reported that there was still a problem with the slime on Station Rd by the bus stop – 
Clerk to chase with Island Roads. 

Mr Campbell reported that the path running adjacent to Duver Hill was very slippery and needed 
some repair work – Clerk to report concerns to National Trust. 

He also reported that the path by the Priory Hotel was in poor condition and needs attention. – Clerk 
to report to footpaths. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.29pm. 

 

 

 

 


