
St Helens Parish Council
Chairman: Cllr Jonathan Bacon   Clerk: Jacky Matthews

Office of the Parish Clerk,
Seaways, Eddington Road, St Helens, Ryde, Isle of Wight PO33 1XS.
clerk@sthelensiw.org.uk www.sthelensiw.org.uk 01983 722575

MINUTES OF MEETING OF ST HELENS PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday 11th October 2021 at 7pm at St Helens Community Centre

Attended by: Chair Cllr JB, Vice Chair Cllr SE, Cllrs: SP,CH,IT,PJ,GG,PK
Clerk JM

Public - 2 members.

Meeting was recorded.
________________________________________________________

56-2021/2022 APOLOGIES

No apologies for absence received.

57-2021/2022 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION

(Members are reminded of the need to maintain their register of interests)
1. To invite Members to declare any pecuniary or other prejudicial interest they might have in

the matters on this agenda (Members with pecuniary or prejudicial interests must leave the
room for the relevant items); No declarations of interest received.

2. To receive requests for and,if appropriate, grant dispensation to take part in debate or
decisions on items. No requests for dispensation received

58-2021/2022 MINUTES
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th September 2021

Minutes approved.
Proposed by Cllr PJ  Seconded by Cllr PK - all voted in favour. Cllr JB signed minutes.

59-2021/2022 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
School - Vacancy for a Governor - any interested party please contact Cllr JB (Governor) or
Head of School Karl Wake - please circulate this vacancy.

60-2021/2022 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1. General Issues (15 minutes)                                                                         No issues raised
2. On Matters below (15 minutes)                                                                    No matters raised

61-2021/2022 CLERK’S REPORT

Emails to Councillors - although a suggestion for JM to consult with Cllr JB re emails to
pass or not to Councillors - the Councillors decided that the emails should continue to be
forwarded to Councillors but with appropriate headings.

http://www.sthelensiw.org.uk


Magazines - any editorial pieces please forward to JM - 3 magazines, The Island,
Benefice News (Parish News) and Beacon.

Duver Roundup - bins - Cllr PK monitoring. See Agenda item below.

Electricity final bill for SSE being paid. New company - Corona and the account is a fixed
contract for 48 months.

Southern Water - any issues - any information please send to the Clerk or to direct to
Southern Water by 18.10.21.
Discussion took place about SSE Water and recent waste leaks into the sea.

Cllr JB mentioned that there have been meetings between Southern Water and the local MP
with a number of positive agreements - further meetings are planned.

SSE - the tanker present at the Duver is there because of the run off from Nodes Point
overwhelming the system.

The Council's main concern is about the waste going into the sea and the effect on the local
beaches. IWALC have asked the Council to report on these matters. Southern Water website
records discharges  - observe information and share any records made.        JM to investigate

Church Green - exploring as a wedding venue

SLCC joined , Clerk Magazine received - thank you for funding.
ILCC enrolled. Clerks manual to be received.

Bank account - agreement for the dd for Clerks Salary in motion
On line banking - in motion
Lloyds Bank in Ryde - awaiting response from Bank

The Greens - Electric Charging point - grant info attached.
Sighting - mentioned Portsmouth using lamp posts as sighting. Letter to council for appropriate
sighting..
Could it be in the Car Park - after meeting with IWALC  - JM to follow up IWALC response.
Cllr PJ - Grant is for on road charging only. Second round coming for car parks. Cllr PJ
has expressed an interest on behalf of St Helens.

Parliament bench - maintenance - work will commence in Spring JM to obtain quotes.
Other benches - A Community Group has been used in the past-  JM to follow up.

Training - Planning IWALC ‘Introduction to Planning’ Cllr GG, JM attended.
Slides have been received from the training -                          JM to circulate to Councillors

Flooding - Formal flood investigation - following the flooding in July & August - awaiting
hard copies of information re investigation, these will be distributed locally and onto St Helens
Website. Encourage anyone who had any issues to get in touch and report.

Grant Funders List - obtained from Scribe, to be circulated to Councillors.

Scribefest JM attended,training covering: GDPR, Social Media, Cybercrime, Anxiety &
Optimism.

Forthcoming training:
Finance course in October - details by email please enlist by 20.10.21
Code of Conduct Course - no details at present, scheduled for November.



62-2021/2022 BIN PROVISION ON THE DUVER - date for the provision to cease for this year.
Cllr PK - Costs only incurred when being emptied - 3 extra bins at the present, the no. of bins
has been reduced. Necessary at the moment - agreed end of October to end the extra bin
provision.                                              Cllr JB proposed Cllr PJ seconded  full Council agreed

63-2021/2022 THE GREENS
1. Contract with ID Verde
2. Meeting with a Member of IWC to discuss the management,

history,ownership,issues   and resolutions of the Greens. - see notes
3. Station Road Water Leak   -   IWC taken on investigation

Discussion on the Contract with IDVerde: no notification of attendance from the contractor,
Reading the contract - unsure if all the items (cuts & gardening) have been addressed this
year.
Cllr CH - enquired if any notification of their attendance is received prior or after the work
Cllr GG - reported that at West Green - the grass cutting has improved but there was a
backlog in the summer. Boundary hedges are due to be cut back in October.
Cllr IT  - Wild areas - they need to be cut once a year, cut right back and clear the grass away.
Cllr GG - enquired if any other Parish Council use this company and the quality of service they
receive.
Cllr IT - enquired about the length of contract.
Cllr JB - asked JM to clarify -

● let us know when they have attended when completed work.
● Is the work on the contract for the year completed
● to cut the wild areas once a year.
● how long the contract is set for.

IWALC - meeting with Alex Minns & Lee Matthews from IWC - open to discussion - outcome of
the meeting looking forward  at how the Greens are managed best in the future.
West Green - encroachment and damage to the area. It has been reported that some vehicles
are using it as a car park and it is not kept in a good state. Proposal to stop this from
happening.
Bollards on the West green are damaged. IWALC to cover the expense of new posts.

Station Rd - IWC had this repaired but needs investigation again.                      JM to follow up.

Also discussed a possible Car Park on the Green and an extension - turning it to a Residents
non payment permit to alleviate car parking in the village.
The wooden bollards on West Green were discussed at this meeting and IWALC agreed to
cover the cost of the posts. JM to follow up.

64-2021/2022        COUNCILLOR ROLES - To confirm arrangements

Discussion about grouping & dividing the responsibilities  amongst the Councillors - the
following was agreed upon and to trial for six months

The Clerk to be the responsible point of contact.

Greens Cllr IT Cllr PK

Beach, Seafront, Duver Cllr SP Cllr CH

Traffic, Parking Cllr JB Cllr SE

Planning Cllr SP Cllr GG

Communication / Community engagement Cllr SE Cllr JB

Finance Monitoring & Grants Cllr PJ Cllr CH

Maintenance Cllr IT Cllr PK



65-2021/2022 FINANCE AND DATA PROTECTION
1. To authorise the Payment of Accounts
2. To approve the Quarter 2 Banking Reconciliation
3. Welcome Back Fund - report - no news yet but will persevere - maybe Christmas

tree & new lights?

Documents shared: Copy of Bank Summary 1.9.21 - 8.10.21
Transaction list 1.4.21 - 11.10.21
Statement balance 11.10.21 £54,712.49
Expenditure for approval = £ 2092.73

Discussion and suggestions about future format of accounts. Cllr CH agreed to assist Clerk.
Requested a document showing annual spending against the  budget.

Chq no Whom Info Amount

5.10.21 300362 SLCC - Clerks Manual £52.30
ILCA Enrolment £144.00

£196.30

5.10.21 300363 Post Office Ltd SSElectric (final invoice) £210.47

5.10.21 300364 IDVerde 1.7.21 - 30.9.21 £1016.40

5.10.21 300365 Lake Cleaning Supplies Supplies for toilets £65.76 & £29.81 £95.57

5.10.21 300366 PKFLittlejohn Auditors AGAR £240.00

11.10.21 300367 St Helens Community
Centre

Hall rental - May meeting £22.00

11.10.21 300368 St Helens Community
Centre

Hall rental - July & Sept meetings £44.00

11.10.21 300369 J Matthews - Clerk SLCC - Membership Fee £154
SLCC - Training £84.00
Currys dictaphone £29.99

£267.99

To Date: 48% expenditure against this year's budget.

Welcome Back Fund:  Stick with the original application to cover the Summer Events. If not
acceptable  then research for further items.

66-2021/2022 DOGS ON ST HELENS BEACH
Cllr IT raised the issue of Dogs on the beach. There is concern about the dogs not being on
leads, fouling the area and not pleasant for families who wish to use the beach without dogs
present.

The beach holds The Seaside Award - JM to investigate the criteria.

There is a Public Protection Order in place which covers the control of dogs. Cllr JB believes
the last one was agreed in 2019, and lasts for a period of 3 years. When the order is due for
renewal IWC will consult the PC. Until such times not sure there is any scope to change.
Current situation - May to September Dogs must be on leads on the hard standing area of the
beach. JM to clarify.

Members of the Council feel that this is a point to be reconsidered - different views on what and
when can be done. Order has a set life span.
Consultation exercise with the village and take views from as many as will be willing.

Any rule is no good unless it is enforced. Availability & cost of Enforcement officers to be
investigated.



Cllr PJ requested further information - is this an item covered by the authority of IWC or the PC.
If an order is in place the Council needs more information before making decisions. JM

No formal view expressed and no decision made today. Item for next meeting Agenda.

Suspend Standing Orders: Village stopped dogs on beach - safety issues went to IWC -
rejected because of so many letters and views.                               Rules to be confirmed.
Reinstated Standing Orders:

67-2021/2022 QUEEN'S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION
Tree planting (Sunday 5th June - Big Jubilee lunch)
Tree Planting running with the Village Fayre Event. Celebrations over that Weekend. Plan to
use one Green for Village Fayre and other Green for a Street Party (organising individual street
parties are very complex) Event would not clash with larger events on the same date.
Focus on the Children - a small celebration gift,
Speak to Jeanette at Vine for a Sunday lunch for the older age residents.
Cllr IT asked for an amount to be set aside in the next budget for this event. Cllr CH asked
about grants. Investigate Jubilee Grants.                                                                              JM
Planting trees - plant on a spring on the green to absorb the water.
Cllr GG in charge of the tree
Cllr SE - to lead on this Event. Planning - any extra help welcome. Please forward ideas.

All agree to support
68-2021/2022 REMEMBRANCE DAY ARRANGEMENTS -

Wreath ordered. Representing the Parish Council Cllr JB to attend service & lay the wreath.
Service at St Helens 14.11.21 at 10:45am.

69-2021/2022 CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS - Christmas Tree, Village of Angels
The Council  agreed to provide the Tree & lights. There is provision within the budget.
Tree - 6m tree. Require new commercial lights which have a timer. JM to source quotes

.
Village of Angels launch date & for turning on the lights - suggested 4th Dec 2021
Angles given to the Children in the school for decoration - these are added to the tree.
Day events: Village Christmas Fayre using both the Pavilion & The Vine as venues.

70-2021/2022 APPLICATIONS MADE TO THE PLANNING AUTHORITY
21/01748/HOU    40, Station Road, St Helens
Proposal: demolition of wall and creation of new off set parking and associated vehicular
access.
Information circulated prior to the meeting. Island Roads inadequate turning area & feel
the visibility of the site is impaired. Drainage was an issue too but could be addressed.
Information given to Cllr SP & Cllr GG to investigate.
Comments due in by October 8th but a response can still be submitted.

Future planning items -  If the submission date falls before the next meeting, Cllr JB asked
that a response will be decided through emails and submitted in time.

71-2021/2022 NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE PLANNING AUTHORITY
Granted: 21/01588/HOU Meadowfield, 75, St Michaels Rd, St Helens

72 - 2021/2022     WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT
No extra items - mentioned the Flood investigation - when Hard copies of form are
received put these into thelocal shop.
Cllr PJ mentioned WightFibre issue in Laundry Lane - issues over ownership of land -
work has stopped at present.
Guildford Park - on going, Legal Case - awaiting outcome.

73-2021/2022 DATE OF NEXT MEETING          Monday 8th November, 7pm.

Meeting concluded: 8:43pm. Signed: ………………………… Date:.........................


