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--------------------------------------------------

The meeting commenced with a presentation by James Brewer, Dawn Smith and

Councillor Paul Fuller about the Draft Island Plan Strategy

---------------------------------------------------

MINUTES OF  MEETING OF ST. HELENS PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Monday 13th September 2021 at 7pm at St Helens Community Centre

39-2021/2022 APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Cllr Elliot, PC Clerk J Matthews
Present: Chairman Cllr J Bacon (JB), Cllrs Gergaud (GG), Jordan (PJ),Hewitt (CH),
Pope(SP), Thomson (IT), and Knowlson(PK). ten members of the public.

40 -2021/2022 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
(Members are reminded of the need to maintain their register of interests)
1. To invite Members to declare any pecuniary or other prejudicial interest they

might have in the matters on this agenda (Members with pecuniary or
prejudicial interests must leave the room for the relevant items);
Councillor Bacon declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning applications
for The Castle (as a previous owner of the property) and The Cottage (as a near
neighbour

2. To receive requests for and, if appropriate, grant dispensation to take part in
debate or decision on items.
No requests received.

41-2021/2022 MINUTES
To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th July 2021.
Minutes approved. PK & GG abstained, JB,CH,SP,IT and PJ voted in favour.

42-2021/2022 DECLARATION OF OFFICE
To receive signed declarations of office from the newly elected councillors.
PK was welcomed to the PC. Clerk to check all relevant paperwork has been
completed.

43 -2021/2022 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)JB reported that arrangements for the Fort Walk had gone well. Although there
had been few attendees, the arrangements and staffing in respect of traffic control
and access had worked and established a good model for future years.
(b)The Village Fayre/Sports event went well
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(C)The wedding blessing on the Church Green in June went well. The Clerk is to look
at opportunities for future use of this type. It may be possible to have the Church
Green formally registered as a wedding venue.
(D)There have been concerns about advertising banners being placed on the Church
Green. PK will monitor this and the Clerk will be asked to contact anyone displaying
banners without permission in the future.

44-2021-2022 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON THE MATTERS SET OUT BELOW
Members of the public are invited to ask questions or make representations.
(Note: This item is only for questions or representations on any matter set out. New
Business cannot be raised but should be requested for a future agenda to a councillor or
the parish clerk outside this meeting).

1.General Issues:

(a) Parking on Station Road

(b) Need for a dropped kerb at the bottom of Station Road

(c)Is there any way to take action against properties with gravel driveways where the
gravel spills onto the pavement/highway?

(d) Cars parking at the bottom of Latimer Road. Is it possible to have yellow lines in
this location? It was responded that this issue has been raised several times in
the past and there have been objections to such a move. PC explained the ‘Safety
Register’. It was agreed that a new request to put the issue on the Safety Register
should be made to help explore the current view on such a proposal.

2.On matters below:
No comments made..

45-2021/2022 CLERK’S REPORT

PARISH NEWS - Articles submitted

THE DUVER ROUND UP

● Duver Bins - working - need to agree on a date when they should be

removed.

Cllr P Knowlson is monitoring the usage.

It was stated that the current bin provision on the seafront needs to
continue for the time being.  On the next Agenda include an item to consider
when the extra bin provision can be ceased for this year,

● ELECTRICITY - A new tariff has been arranged and fixed for a while so the

costs will be reduced. Meters have been read and payments are up to date.

SLCC

● SLCC is the professional body for local council clerks and senior council

employees, benefits include training, up to date advice and reduced costs on

training webinars and publications. Membership cost per annum £144 plus

joining fee £10. - Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.

● Clerk - First training advised -  ICLCC - Introduction to Local Council

Administration.   Cost for course: £120 + VAT

Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.



● Agree to purchase The Clerk’s Manual £47.50 (member of SLCC) (£67.50 non

member) Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.

BANK ACCOUNT

● New signatories set up

● Councillors - are you in agreement to set up a Direct Debit to the IOW

Council for the Clerks Salary,

Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.

● Online Banking - any objections to initiating this facility.

Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.

● Investigating a  move of the Bank Account to an Isle of Wight Bank.

● It was requested that at the next meeting the Clerk should confirm the level
of expenditure that can be made without prior referral for approval by the
PC.

PARLIAMENT BENCH on the Village Green
● Previous maintenance has been undertaken by a villager who is now not in a

position to carry out the task - JM to instruct a company to carry out future care.
Approval unanimously agreed  - resolved.

TRAINING - for Councillors & Clerk

● Clerk attended 2 webinars on Agendas & Minutes.
● Training  - IWALC’s’ Introduction to Planning’ available for Councillors & Clerk

● Finance course in October - awaiting information
● Code of Conduct course in November. - awaiting information
● Clerk signed up to Scribefest - a conference covering GDPR, Social Media and

Smart communications.

46-2021/2022 THE GREENS
Maintenance Contract  - copies circulated - Queries to be directed to the Clerk.

● The Clerk has met up with the Operators - contract discussed. Work has

occurred since.

● Councillor Thomson asked for the work that should be done on Nelson’s
Quay to be chased up as it had not been done and the area is in a poor state.

Nelson's Quay - an email has been sent enquiring on the frequency tending

this area.  Awaiting reply.

● The Meeting with IWC about the Greens will be fixed by the Clerk on her
return and should occur before the next PC Meeting

● It was noted that the works to repair the leak by the bus stop on Station
Road have failed and this has not yet been dealt with. It was noted that the
issue seems to have expanded as a result of the problems with water run off
from the Cricket Green experienced during the heavy rain at the beginning of
August. The Clerk and Ward Councillor are to chase up this issue.

● It was requested that the Greens/Maintenance Contract should be a
standing item on future agendas.

47-2021/2022 COUNCILLOR ROLES

It was agreed that particular areas of responsibility should be identified and two

Councillors appointed to take on each of the areas. The following areas were



identified and the Councillors listed asked to take on the roles. The remaining gaps

are to be filled prior to the next PC meeting:

(i) Greens/Duver IT/PK
(ii) Planning SP/?
(iii) Traffic/Parking ?/?
(iv) Maintenance ?/?
(v) Beach/Seafront SP/CH

48-201/2022 TOILET ISSUES

1.It was agreed that a proposal from IWC should be awaited before any steps are taken in
respect of the possible reopening of the toilet block on the Green

2.Toilet Grant – deferred to next meeting

49-2021/2022 ELECTRIC  CAR CHARGING SERVICE

It was agreed to pursue the possibility of a grant funded EV Charging Point in the

village. Members asked that clarification and advice be sought as to where the facility

might be located and, in particular, whether it would be possible to have a facility in

the car park on the Green.

50-2021/2022 FINANCE AND DATA PROTECTION

In the absence of the Clerk, Finance authorisation and approvals were deferred to the
next meeting.

It was reported that news on ‘Welcome Back’ funding was still being awaited.

51-2021/2022 APPLICATIONS MADE TO THE PLANNING AUTHORITY

(a) The Marshes – no comment
(b) Melbourne Villas – no comment
(c) The Castle – support
(d) Meadowfield – no comment
(e) The Cottage – detailed objection to be made to Planning Office
(f) High Lea – no comment

52-2021/2022 NOTIFICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE PLANNING AUTHORITY.

A member of the public queried why no adequate notice of the application in
respect of ‘Guildford’ had been received. This is to be checked but it was noted that
the practice of sending letters to nearby property owners ceased about six years ago
and the only notice now given is a poster on or near the property concerned and a
notice in the County Press.

53-2021/2022 WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT

The ward councillor stated that all matters he would have reported on had already

been covered. There were no questions from Parish Councillors or the public.

54-2021/2022 ITEMS FOR NEXT/FUTURE AGENDAS

● Speeding and other traffic issues (flashing 20 signs, one way system around the

Green)

● Dogs on St Helens beach



55-2021/2022 DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

1. To confirm the date of the next ordinary meeting at 7pm on

Monday 11 October 2021

2. To confirm that the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 6pm on:

Monday 9 May 2022.

The meeting closed at 21:30

Signed ……………………………………………………… Chairman

Dated  ………………………………………………………


